66                  THE  COLLECTED   WORKS  OF  MAHATMA   GANDHI

active co-operation of Lancashire and of Englishmen in other parts
of Great Britain.

The poverty I have seen distresses me, and it distresses me
further to know that in this unemployment I have a kind of a
share. That distress is relieved, however, by the knowledge that
my part was wholly unintended; that it was as a result of the
steps I took, and had to take, as part of my duty towards the
largest army of unemployed to be found in the woild, namely,
the starving millions of India, compared with whose poverty and
pauperism the poverty of Lancashire dwindles into insignificance.

I am therefore trying to meet as many Englishmen as possible,
and acquaint myself with their mentality and am trying to give
them, as I know it, the correct situation in India.

The Sunday Observer, 27-9-1931

43.    TALK WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF
COTTON INDUSTRY

EDGEWORTII,
September 26, J931

In his speech Mi Gandhi outlined at considerable length his economic
policy for India, and explained how the khaddar movement also had a social
significance, since it was aimed at producing sclf-icspcct in the Indian villager.
He drew what was geneially agreed to be a hcart-i ending picture of Indian
poverty, and said that though the conditions in Lane ashirc as he had seen them
distressed him, they were infinitely better than those obtaining in India*

Q,. Is it possible, Mr Gandhi, to divorce boycott lor a political put pose
from boycott for an economic purpose ?

A. When the sole object was that of punishing Britain as
in 1930, when people preferred articles of American or German
make to those of British make, it was avowedly of a political pur-
pose. Even British machinery was then boycotted. But now the
original economic boycott remains. You may call it boycott but

lrThe meeting was arranged by T. D Barlow, Chairman of the Joint
Committee of Cotton Trade Organizations, at his residence m the afternoon
and included several prominent representatives of the cotton tiade. Gandhiji,
according to The Manchester Guardian, spoke for forty minutes, but a full repot t
of the speech is not available since no reporters were present. Some of those
present, however, sent to The Manchester Guardian their own accounts of what
Gandhiji said (vide Appendix I). The brief report of the speech appearing here is
from The Manchester Guardian while the questions and answers that follow are
from Mahadev Desai's account in Young India, "Gandhiji in Lancashire"*-